
Dear Course Participant:

We are excited about your participation in the upcoming meeting of “Recent Advances in 
Conservation Genetics” to be held at White Oak on February 7-20, 2010.

White Oak is a 7,400-acre property located in Yulee, Florida, approximately 45 minutes north of 
Jacksonville.  The St. Mary’s River – the natural Florida/Georgia border – intersects the property.  
In addition to serving as the venue for Foundation meetings, White Oak is also home to the White 
Oak Conservation Center, which oversees the conservation efforts for over thirty species of 
endangered and threatened animals, and is also the home of the Residency Center at White Oak.   
For more information on White Oak and the White Oak Conservation Center go to:  
www.whiteoakplantation.net and WWW.WOCenter.org 

Major Airline Service to Jacksonville:

 American  1-800-433-7300   Continental 1-800-525-0280
 www.aa.com     www.continental.com

 Delta  1-800-221-1212   U. S. Airways 1-800-428-4322
 www.delta.com     www.usair.com

 Northwest  1-800-225-2525
 www.nwa.com
 

Southwest and JetBlue are also great choices from some locations. 
 
Transportation from Jacksonville International Airport: 

Arrival Information: Please be sure your arrival and departure information is entered into the 
course registration website (http://home.ncifcrf.gov/ccr/lgd/congen2010/login.asp) at least 21 
days prior to your arrival. Contact me as soon as possible if any part of your travel itinerary has 
changed at congen@ncifcrf.gov.  I will then forward this, upon receipt of the other participants’ 
itineraries, to Troy Miller, the Conference Planner for White Oak Plantation. 

White Oak offers complimentary airport shuttle service to those who provide advance travel 
itineraries.  All guests who use this service should follow the “Prearranged Ground 
Transportation” signs located in the baggage claim area to the Ground Transportation Booth, 
located outside the terminal and check in with the attendant who will direct the guests to the 
White Oak driver and van.

Commercial airport pick-up service is available at a cost of approximately $50.00 for those 
participants who are unable to provide advance travel itineraries.

Taxi Service:   Gator City Taxi  (904) 249-5151 

Shuttle Service:  Carey Limousine (904) 731-9363 (in state)
       1-800-829-7433 (out of state)

Arrival by Car: White Oak  is located off of exit #380 the first exit in the State of Florida heading 
south or the last exit headed north, on Interstate –95. After exiting at #380, turn right onto U. S.  
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Route 17 North, and proceed one and one-half miles to the State Line Agricultural Inspection 
Station.  Turn left onto Owens Farm Road, the dirt road that is located directly across from the 
Agricultural Station; follow it for approximately one-half mile until you see the White Oak 
entrance sign on the right side of the road.  Turn right onto the entrance road and follow it to the 
main gate.  The security personnel will direct you from there.

Car Rental Agencies:
 

Avis   1-800-331-1212   or  904-741-2327
    Dollar   1-800-800-4000   or  904-741-4614
    Hertz   1-800-654-3131   or  904-741-2151

By Train: AMTRAK provides service to Jacksonville.  Reservations may be arranged by calling 
1-800-872-7245, while station information may be acquired by calling (904) 766-5110.  
Transportation may be arranged through the White Oak Plantation Conference Planner’s Office.

Delays/Cancellations/Transportation Problems: Please contact Troy Miller, Conference Planner, 
at (904) 225-3285 during normal business days or the White Oak Plantation Main Gate at (904) 
225-3363 after business hours, during holidays, or on weekends (24 hours a day) for any delays, 
cancellations, or transportation problems.

Attire & What to Pack: Dress at White Oak is always informal, including meetings, receptions, 
and dinners. Please feel free to leave your business suits at home. Comfortable clothes and 
walking shoes are recommended. It is suggested that you bring all necessary sundries, as the 
closest convenience store is thirty miles away. One of our course field trips will into the 
Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge and the Okefenokee Swamp (www.fws.gov/okefenokee/) 
and you should definitely plan on getting your feet wet. This is, of course, weather permitting.

White Oak offers a variety of activities for your enjoyment. Lots of hiking trails, etc. If you 
would like to take advantage of their fitness center, golf course, tennis court and/or one of their 
swimming pools please be sure to pack the appropriate clothing.  Don’t forget your camera!

Golf Course:  Tee times are required and may be scheduled prior to arrival by calling 
904-225-3218.  Please bear in mind that availability may be limited and that there is a $40.00 fee 
per person to use the golf course.  This fee includes:  cart, shoes, clubs, and greens fees, but does 
not include balls, gloves, visors, or hats.  Those items, in addition to disposable cameras, film, 
and White Oak apparel, are available for purchase in the Pro Shop.

Accommodations:  Once through the gates at White Oak, a Guest Relations representative will 
show you to your room.  Please be aware that all rooms at White Oak are double occupancy with 
two twin beds with private bath. Each guest lodge has its own telephone extension, television, and 
stereo located in the common area.  Please advise me of any special rooming assignments, needs, 
or preferences as soon as possible.

Food & Beverage: All food and beverage service will be provided during the duration of your 
stay. The Chefs plan and prepare menus dependent upon the availability of seasonal items. Please 
inform me in advance of any dietary restrictions via the course registration website (http://
home.ncifcrf.gov/ccr/lgd/congen2010/login.asp).  This will aid the Food and Beverage Staff in 
planning and preparation. 

On-Site Transportation: Shuttle service will be provided during your stay.
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Outside Communications: Each guest lodge has a phone located in the common area.  You will 
need to dial “9” to reach an outside line and use a calling card for long distance access.  The 
following numbers are provided in the event that you would like to receive faxes or phone 
numbers:

Property Operator   (904) 225-3200
Big Game Room (Conference Center) (904) 225-3254
Big Game FAX (Conference FAX) (904) 225-3252
Main Gate (available 24 Hours a day) (904) 225-3363

You are advised to bring a laptop computer for necessary Internet access, surge protector power 
cords, printer cables, and floppy disks.  

Although White Oak does provide Internet access, you must have remote access installed in your 
laptop prior to arrival or arrange for web-based e-mail service to access your e-mail.

You may receive mail or overnight packages during the course of the conference.  Please have it 
addressed as follows:

Your Name / Recent Advances in Conservation Genetics
Attn:  Troy Miller
White Oak 
581705 White Oak Road
Yulee, Florida 32097

Housekeeping & Laundry Service: Housekeeping is provided on a daily basis. Washers, dryers, 
and detergent are available if you prefer to wash your own laundry.  Irons and ironing boards are 
located in each guest lodge.

Smoking:  The Florida Clean Indoor Air Act prohibits smoking in public areas or guest facilities.  
Therefore, outdoor smoking areas have been designated outside the main entrances of the guest 
facilities and lodges.  You should bring enough tobacco products to last the duration of your stay, 
as these products aren’t available on the property.   

Time:  The United States observes Daylight Savings Time from early April to late October, but 
returns to standard time zones during the remainder of the year.  The State of Florida is in the 
Eastern Standard Time Zone.

Weather:  November through March is typically cool, mild, and sunny.  However, temperatures 
can drop dramatically at night with occasional hard freezes.

Departure:  As time draws nearer to your departure date from White Oak at the end of the course, 
you will be asked to verify your departure itinerary, which will be posted on the MESSAGE 
BOARD located outside the conference room.  Please verify the information provided and correct  
as necessary.  It is requested that you initial beside your name as proof of verification.  Airport 
shuttles are scheduled a minimum of two and one-half hours prior to flight times.  

I look forward to seeing you in February.  Please do not hesitate to contact me at 
congen@ncifcrf.gov if you have any concerns, problems, or questions in the interim.

Sincerely,
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Bailey D. Kessing
Manager/Programmer/Analyst IV/Bioinformatics Specialist
Laboratory of Genomic Diversity
SAIC-Frederick, Inc.
National Cancer Institute at Frederick
Post Office Box B
Frederick, Maryland 21702
Office: 301-846-5373
Fax: 301-846-6327
Cell: 240-409-7247
email: kessingb@mail.nih.gov

http://mail.nih.gov/
http://mail.nih.gov/

